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"cooperate with ALL THE OTHER CHURCHES OF 
POMONA."  He had reference to the Holy Roller, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Campbellites, Lutherans and others. 
     The Landmarks withdrew and united with the Landmark Mis-
sionary Baptist church of Ontario, four miles away. The others 
were left calling themselves "Missionary Baptists." They were 
not Fundamentalists. If they had been they would have gone with 
them. They were not Landmarkers, for if they had been, they 
would have gone with them. According to deacon S. H. Tolleson, 
who requested that the California Missionary Baptist be no longer 
sent to him, these so called "Missionary Baptists" have disbanded 
and will unite with the Southern Convention church in Ontario. It 
will take more than ten years to live down the dissension and 
stumbling stones that these three different groups caused while 
they were trying to get along together and work in the same 
church. Would it not have been better if they had never attempted 
to get along TOGETHER? They could not and still cannot get 
along together back in the South. If they can't there, then when 
will California churches wake up and see that they can't all get 
along together here. We have a great number yet in our ranks 
who really at heart are Conventionites. We even have some 
preachers who would join the late Southern Convention move-
ment here on the Coast if they would have them, or if it weren't 
for some of their past crooked life in the middle-west. When will 
we learn to quit picking up preachers, whom the Convention has 
kicked out for immorality, and giving them the most prominent 
places in our associated capacity? I appeal to the Baptists of Cali-
fornia to pull your pastor out on these questions. Force the issue 
until he OPENLY COMMITS HIMSELF EITHER FOR OR 
AGAINST CONVENTIONISM AND FUNDAMENTALISM. 
Let's stand for the Bible way of DIRECT MISSIONS and other 
essentials. The pages of this paper are open for anyone exposing 
"those who are AGAINST US." Paul says "mark them which 
cause division among you." The next issue of the paper will be 
RED HOT, exposing error. Renew your subscription at once and 
not miss this. ~ C. H. H. [Clarence H. Hardin] 
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"BIRDS OF A FEATHER WILL FLOCK TOGETHER" 
 

The above is an old saying but indeed it is true in this present 
hour. It means simply this: chickens flock together. They do 
not like to associate closely with other fowls. This can be appli-
cable to any fowls. Even so with men. Many years ago the 
Southern Baptist Convention made a deal or an agreement with 
the Northern Baptist Convention that California would be de-
clared the territory of the Northern Convention, and hence, the 
Southern Convention would not work in this State. This was 
long before the late "Fundamental" movement started. All the 
while the true Landmark Missionary Baptists were working 
here, planting churches, and preaching the truth. Later the Fun-
damental movement began and members from both them and 
the Southern Convention moved to California. They soon 
found it intolerable to work with the Modernistic Northern 
Convention, and they at once began to cry "independent 
churches." We had a church in Pomona known as "The Mt. 
View Landmark Missionary Baptist Church." Some of the Fun-
damentalists and Conventionites moved into the town and 
joined this Landmark church. Later it was decided to move the 
church to the main part of town, and they all disbanded and 
went together under the name "Missionary Baptists." Each of 
the three groups were satisfied with the name and each of them 
are "missionary," as they believe in missions. They all worked 
together for some time, agreeing like cats and dogs. Finally the 
Fundamentalists withdrew and now have organized a 
"Fundamentalist" church here in Pomona. They are very mod-
ernistic according to the late Rev. Mr. Miles, who was called as 
"life time pastor and evangelist", as they will be affiliated with 
the World Fundamental Baptist Movement, headed by Dr. J. 
Frank Norris. Also according to the Rev. Mr. Miles, they will  
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Chinese Work on the Pacific Coast 
Excerpt from Mattoon 

I A. THE CHINESE WORK I. MISSION OF THE FIRST BAFTIST 
CHURCH OF PORTLAND. 1874 Note.  
 

Although the Chinese work was really a part of the special work of the different 
churches engaged in it, yet it is of such magnitude that it is thought best to put it in a 
separate division. In August, 1875, several members of the First Baptist church of 
Port land began to consider the possibility of establishing a Chinese mission at that 
place, and Rev. A. R. Medbury, the pastor, in behalf of the church, wrote to ascer-
tain if a thoroughly qualified Chinese convert, who could preach to the Chinese 
could be procured in San Francisco. Not securing one, Brother Medbury was op-
posed to any mission effort outside of preaching in the Chinese language, and the 
subject was not further agitated at that time. After wards learning from Rev. John 
Francis, of San Francisco, that Brother Dong Cong, a Chinese convert, was ready to 
accept the position, the subject was brought up again in May, 1874. From personal 
acquaintance, Brother Medbury recommended this brother as an exemplary Chris-
tian and thoroughly educated in Chinese literature. But as a change in the pastorate 
of the First Baptist church was then pending, the matter was again postponed until 
the arrival of the pastor elect. Rev. D. J. Pierce, who arrived July 22, 1874. Brother 
Medbury thus again alludes to this subject: "I have spoken before concerning the 
hope that the time would soon come when it should be the manifest will of God that 
this church should enter upon Christian work among the Chinese in this city, mak-
ing the preaching of the precious gospel of Christ in their own language. If possible, 
the primary object of such labor. One prominent member of the congregation indi-
cated a willingness to give liberal material support to such an enterprise. Members 
of the church have expressed a desire to labor in such a mission. Encouraging corre-
spondence has been had with brethren in San Francisco concerning a devoted Chi-
nese Christian and able preacher now in that city, whose services are available for 
the labor of a mission here. I have also conferred with your pastor elect about the 
matter and his heart is all aglow with true interest in it as I might have known it 
would be. And thus, as I go from you, I am glad of the assurance that both pastor 
and people will most heartily undertake this blessed work at the earliest possible 
time." 
Brother Pierce brought the matter before the church October 8, 1874, stating that the 
object aimed at was the conversion of the Chinese. An earnest discussion followed, 
and after careful consideration, the mission was established October 15th, under a 
committee of five, Brother William Dean being very active in the work. Miss L. A. 
Mitchell and Miss Louisa Sparks, and some others whose names are not recorded, 
volunteered as teachers; and many others were active laborers for the cause. Miss 
Mitchell was a most faithful assistant in the school for several years, until her health 
compelled her to re tire. She came to Portland from Illinois in 1 869, and was about 
18 years of age. Since her conversion, about four years previous, she had been a 
devoted and active worker in the mission cause, and was a good counsellor, 
having a very correct intuition of what ought to be done. At first there was consider-
able opposition to the movement, it being the first effort of the kind north of Cali-
fornia. Disaster to the mission was predicted, and ruin to the church, but the breth-
ren and sisters worked on, and paid little attention to the opposition. The church has 
never flourished better than since the mission was started. The opposition ceased 
and at length the mission was regarded as a part of the regular work. The pastor  
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wrote to Rev. E. Z. Simmons, a lately returned missionary from China, now at San Francisco, about the call of Brother 
Dong Gong n to take charge of the school, and $50 was appropriated out of the Sunday school mission fund, to be used 
in establishing it. November 1 1, 1874, Rev. E. Z. Simmons and Dong Gong arrived at Portland. Aided by the church 
committee, they soon arranged a plan, rented rooms and invited the Chinese people to receive instruction in the English 
language and Chinese doctrine. "To human sight the project was Utopian; to the eye of faith, a certainty. The Spirit of 
Him who has made the human heart, has spoken, and His children know that though China is 1 0,000 miles away, across 
a track less sea, yet the Chinaman is a neighbor." 

 

Chinese Work on the Pacific Coast 
Mattoon & The Home Mission Monthly 

From Baptist Annals of Oregon 1844—1900   Volume 1 
By C. H. Mattoon— © 1980, Norman A. Wells 

Page 206 [See pages 198—208] 
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Jehu Lewis Shuck 
Early Baptist China Missionary 

Virginia Baptist Ministers, Third Series  
By George Braxton Taylor, 1912  

 

  The same year that saw Adoniram Judson, the first American missionary, go forth to foreign shores, saw also the birth 
of Jehu Lewis Shuck, who was to be the first American Baptist missionary to China. He was born in Alexandria, Va., 
September 4, 1812, when our second war with Great Britain was going on, and perhaps news of the battle between 
the Guerriere and the Constitution, which took place on August 19th, had not much more than reached the ancient Vir-
ginia town. If the story of his boyhood and youth is not generally known, an incident of his early manhood has been told 
far and wide. Judson in India and Luther Rice telling the story of the heathen far and wide in this land, had quickened the 
missionary spirit among the churches. A missionary meeting was held at which young Mr. Shuck was present. A contri-
bution was called for and when the service was over the gifts of the people were being counted. There were bank notes, 
silver, and even gold. There was a card that had been put in by a young man at the back of the church. It had on it this 
one word: "Myself." "He could not give silver or gold to the mission cause so he gave himself." On September 10, 1835, 
he was set apart as a missionary to China, in the First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., and on September 22d he sailed 
on the Louvre under appointment of the Boston Board of the Triennial Convention. He did not go alone, for on Septem-
ber 8th he had been united in marriage with Miss Henrietta Hall, of Lancaster County, Virginia, a daughter of Rev. Addi-
son Hall. The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Henry Keeling. In one year from the time of their departure 
from their native land Mr. and Mrs. Shuck reached Macao, China. In his work in China, after leaving Macao, he lived 
successively in Hong Kong, Canton, and Shanghai. While in Hong Kong his wife, whose life has been written by Rev. 
Dr. J. B. Jeter, departed this life. In 1846, Mr. Shuck visited this country, bringing with him a Chinese convert, Yong 
Seen Sang. They were present in Richmond at the Southern Baptist Convention just starting on its career, and traveled 
extensively, making appeals for a church building in China. They were cordially received, and for long, long years after-
wards Yong Seen Sang was distinctly remembered, and representatives of the Foreign Board were often asked questions 
as to his welfare. During this visit to America, when Mr. Shuck brought home his children, Mecha, their Chinese nurse, 
for whom Mrs. Shuck had often prayed, was baptized, December 4, 1846, by Dr. Jeter, who, fifteen years before, had 
baptized her lamented mistress. In October, 1846, he was married to Miss Lizzie Sexton, of Alabama, Rev. M. P. Jewett 
performing the ceremony. Upon his return to China Mr. Shuck went to Shanghai, where the rest of his life in that land 
was spent. While in Shanghai he erected a chapel and translated ten tracts. Mr. Shuck, with Messrs. Yates, Tobey, and 
James, [p.36] were assigned to this city to begin the mission here. Mr. Shuck arrived on November 26th. Yong and Min, 
converts at Canton, moved to Shanghai, and November 6, 1847, a Baptist Church of ten members was organized: "Yates, 
clerk; Tobey and Yong, deacons; Shuck, pastor." Mr. Shuck soon became familiar with the dialect. During an excursion 
that he and Mr. Pearcy took into the country each of them was presented with an idol which had been worshipped for 
many years. In reference to an out-station, which was established, Mr. Shuck remarked:"Let the brethren bear in mind 
that the Foreign Board of the Southern Baptist Convention was the first Protestant Board of Missions in the world who 
ever held property and gained a permanent footing in the interior of China." On November 21st his second wife died. On 
July 4, 1853, his connection with the Foreign Board was dissolved and the next year he went to California under the aus-
pices of the Domestic Mission Board. On June 5, 1854, he had been married in Charleston, S. C., by Rev. J. R. Kendrick 
to his third wife, Miss Anna L. Trotti. During his seven years in of California as missionary to the Chinese he built a 
chapel in Sacramento, organized a church of sixteen members, and edited a Baptist newspaper. His first convert in Cali-
fornia was Wong Min, who was afterwards for years a successful native preacher in Canton. In 1861, Mr. Shuck left 
California and located at Barnwell Court-house, S. C., being pastor the Blackville and Steel Creek churches. Not long 
before his death, which took place August 20, 1863, he said to a friend at his bedside: "Preaching the gospel has been the 
joy of my life."  
 

[Essay from George B. Taylor, Virginia Baptist Ministers, Third Series, 1912. Scanned and formatted by Jim Duvall.]  
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Hill, Keith  
 

   Brother James Keith Hill Sr. was 
born  March  8,  1957,  in  Toccoa, 
Georgia.  
      Keith was saved on October 10, 
1976, in the First Missionary Baptist 
Church  of  Yuba  City.  The  First 
Missionary Baptist Church of Yuba 
City baptized him one week later on 
October 17, 1976.  
      Keith surrendered to the ministry 
November 1979, and the FMBC of 

Yuba City licensed him. He became the assistant to the pastor 
from 1983-88. In September of 1988, Brother Keith was 
ordained and called to be the pastor of the Denair Missionary 
Baptist Church.  
      He went to be with the Lord on February 11, 2001. He is 
survived by his wife Gloria, along with his daughters, and 
son.  

 

 

Denair, First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church  
The  FMBC,  Denair,  Endorsed  by  LMBC,  Roseville, 
Missionary C. E. Hunt, was organized December 20, 1959 in 
Turlock. The following served as pastor: Homer Browning 
from 1957-64; Albert Runyan from 1964-72; Bill Wallace 
from 1972-74; Rubin Aust from 1974-77; R. A. Harless from 
1978-88; Keith Hill from 1988-2001; and Todd Dornan since 
2002. The church ceased representing in Old State in 1996 
and began representing in Coop in 2001.  
 

The History of Landmark Baptists of California 
Who We Are—Volume 2 

Published by the History & Archives Committee of  
The Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of 

California—Copyright 2010 
 

Keith & Gloria Hill 
& First Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Denair 
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